DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

HE :DOU/RTERS
3RD BATTALION gTH INFANTRY
LPQ US Forces 96265
LVDDu-BR:.D-1 71 Anril 1968

SUBJECT: Combet Operations After Action Report (ROS: MACLY J-3 ;13_9}

TO: Commanding Goneral SR
4th Infantry Division =
ATTN: LVDDH..CG
&PO US Forces 94262

1. (U) TIPE OF OPER.TION: Defense of the 3d Battalion Ath Infe .
antry Fire Support Base and related offensive onerations, L

2. (U) DATES OF OPERATION: 51 ¥arch 1968 to o April 1968

3. (U) LOCATION: Y4 930913 :

h. (U) COIIAND 4AND CONTROL HE:..DCUARTERS Headourrters, 3d Ratte
alion Ath Infantry, Ath Infantry Division, under the onerstional -
control of the 173d Infantry Brigade, (Abn) (Separate) until i
301900 Harch 1968 and subseauently under the operational control

of Heedouarters, 3d Brigade, Ath Infontry Division, :

5. (U) REPORTING OFFICER: ~LTC DM, MALONE, Commanding Officer,
3d Battrlion 8th Infantry, Lth Infentry Division. :

6. (U) ThSK ORGANIZ:TION:

aa HO,‘ 3(’1 Fn 8th Inf

b: Company "4", 3d Pn 8th Inf

c. Company "B", 34 Pn 8th Inf

d. Company "C", 3d Un #th Inf

e, Company "D", 3d Pn Ath Inf

£, Company "T", 3d Pn #th Inf

g. 2d Platoon, Company "A", Lth Tngr Pn o

h. Btry "C", é6th Bn, »9%th Arty (D%) 3

i. After 260715 March 1968 task organization included: o
(1) Company "P" 1st Rn #th Inf ,
(2) Company "D", 1st Pn Rth Inf

7. (U) SUPPORTING FORCES: KR
~a, e Battery, 1lst Bn 92nd Arty (GSR), This element is a 185...

mm towed unit, "C" Battery exnended annroximately 2000 rounds of «

ammunition in supnort of 3/8 onerations, 571 of the stouve totad
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were fired in defense of the Fire Support Pase; The suprort rendered

by this battery wes excellent. Fires deliverad during the defense of
the Fire Support Pase ware extremely resnonsive, timely, and sccurate.
During the attack on the perimeter the batierv nrovided close in defense
Tires., As the NVA began to break cont=ct and withdraw, these firas

were shifted to block withdrawal routes and interdict susnacted rally
points. In the later stages of the contact, 1X5mm COFRAM wag rlso
fired into the suspected NVA assemblv areas northwast of the Tire “upnort
Base,

b, D" Btry, 5th Pn 22nd Artv (G8): This 2 inch ™try exnended |
approximately 500 rounds of ammunition in supnort of onerations, The
principal use of these fires was against known enamy bunkared vositions
in a destruction role. During the NVA attack on the Tire Funnert Pase,
46 rounds weras exmanded on Hill 1192 North of the Fire “uonort Rase aw
g suppressive nessure,

c. "A" Btry, 3d Pn 319th Arty: Other than the direct sunvort Pirv
of the 3/8 Infantry this Btry vrovided the onlv other 10Smm fires for
operations, ™"A" Btry exnended ammroxdmatelv 500 rounds of ammunition
in support of op~rstions. This Ftry departed the onerational area on
30 fipril 1968 and was renmlaced by "A" Ptry, 2nd ®n Sh Arty on 30 fnril
1968, The defensive fires nrovided by "A" PEry, “nd Fn 31%h ‘rtv were
delivered by the hirh angle technique and were along the northern adee
of the perimeter., Gun-target line restrictions did hamper the use of

the Btry.
d. "A™ Btry, ond Bn 9th Arty: This Ptry was not introduced into
the area until 30 April 1968 when it rvenlaced "AM Ptrv, 3d Pn 31%th

hrty. The Btry expended annroximately 500 rounds in sunnort of offen=-
sive onerations and counter-mortazr fires.

8. AC-47 Gun and T1lumination Aircraft (Spooky): "Spooky" pro-
vided close in protective fires and illumination along the Northwest,
West, and Southern sactions of the perimeter, At times, airstrike-
headings and gun-target lines interferred with the relesse of flares
to allow for constant illuminstion. The NVA elements took advantage
of this problem and increased fire and manuaver during the darkness.
‘To overcome this, organic Rlmm mortars wvere used to fire the gape bo=
tween airborne releasad flares.

f. AC-A7 Illumination Aireraft (Moonglow): This alrecraft nroe
vided continuous illumination after the demarture of ¥ Spooky., Alw
though the aircraft did not have 7.6 minieun cavability, the illum-
ination was adecuate.

' g. 7/13th “ir Force: The total on~ration was suvmorted hv 43
airstrikes. 14 airstrikes ware flown in sumnort of the Fire fumnport
Base defense and 5 of the 14 were flown under conditions of reduced
visability, using artifical illumination from "Spooky” and "“oonglow”,
The remaining strikes were flown in sunport of offenaive onarstions
and against known NV. occunied positions. The Pn recuested 1K combat -, -
sky spots and received R, These missions wera flown arainst susnmcte .
ed NVi assembly and base areas. A1l air reauests were immediate
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and reaction time variad considerablv. The reaction to trooms in con-
tact was approximately 30 minutes, Strikes requested to vreverly nre-
pare objectives were as much as 5 hours late, OF svacial note is the
close and continuous sunport received during the defense of the Firas
Support Base, The strikes were delivered 200=300 meters West of the
perimeter under very marginal westher conditions., 7The forward air
controllars and pilots desarve svecifie mention for the outstanding
suoport rendered under extremely adverse conditions.,

h, "C" Btry, 6th Bn 2%th Arty: This Btry fired sworoximately
1500 rounds of ammunition. The majority of the ammunition was exe=
pended in support of offensive operations and took the form of off-
ensive preparations and cuppressive fires; In defense of the Fire
Support Base the Btry Fired anproximately 30 rounds of "Beehive™
ammunition. The Btry delivered point blank direet fire into the
attacking NVA elements. One gun of the Ftry wes overrun by the NVA,
but later retaken in a counterattack conducted by Pn H" personnel and
artillerymen. The Btry continued to deliver fire with at least two
guns throughout tha defense, even though firing wes in nrogress within
the gun parapets.

i. General corments, subnorting forces: All suvrorting elements
delivered outstanding support. Artillerv fires were dalivered effectw
ively and were immediately resmonsive to the sunrort units' needs,

The marginal weather confiitions and lack of sufficient illumination
was seemingly ignored by nilots and lorward air controllers as thev
delivered ordnance to within 200 meters of the parimeter, The three
resupply and numerous dustoff sorties flown after first light were
highly commendable, The resupnly and medical evacuation were made
under extremely intense small arms, mortar, and rocket fire, The
helicopter pilots were patient and made every effort to meet every
need of the troops in the contact,

8. (U) INTELLIGENCE: _
a. The area of operations: Terrain in the area of onerations wak
typical of the Central Highlands. Vegatation was dense, and double
and triple canopy jungle was common. Water was abundant in gulleys and
springs are found freguently. "eather was warm and humid with no rain.
Early morning fog and haze reduced visability to 1/7 to 2km and haze
persisted throughout the period.
b, Intelligence prior to onerations: The only intelligence availe
able to this unit prior to the NVi attack on the Fire Sunport Pase
were SPAR and Radio Research Revorts. The sources of informstion wers
the 173d fbn Bde and the Polie Klieng Special Forces Camp, Plots of
this information revealed a West to Tast enemy movement mattern through
the Battalion 40, No indications of attack were given; however, fresh
trails, bunker complexes, and a net of communications wiras wars found
within hours after the initial combat assault and indiceted the presence
of one NV/ battalion North of the Fire Surport Rase and another NVA -
battalion South of the Fira Sumport Rase,
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¢. Intelligence during onerstions: The clement particimating in
the attack was the 209th NVi Regt sunmorted by unknown sunvort and
artillery elements. it least twg of the three organic battslions of
the 209th Regt directly varticinated, Document trenslations, I™ .
ports and captured material indicate that attacking elements were ra-
inforced by an additional heavy weavons element and cadre from the
32d, 312th, and 24th NVA Regts, Of particular note is the fact that
the 20%th is a newlv introduced alement into the theater. The unit
was excevtionally well ecuipned, Flamethrowers, steel halmets, and
sundry tyne items were found, Touioment anpeared new and wall main-
tained. Flamethrowers were usad well forward to breach the pariméter
bunkers and also supported the assault on the artillery position,

The NVA troops apnearsd healthy and well fed. . .

d. Inemy use of communicstions wire: on 27 Yarch, "™ Commant -
conducted a sweep of the area North and West of the Fire Sunnort Pase,
through which it was believed the main enemy force had withdrawn. In
the course of the oneration " Comnany killad one NVA soldier sho was
stringing communications wire in the draw 200 meters North of the Fire
Support Base. The NVA soldier had in his possession wire, telévhone,
radio antenna, and a handset. Additional wire was found laid parallel
to the front of the perimeter and leading Yorth towsrd Hill 1192,
Barlier on 22 March mpw Company, lst Bn &th Inf also found wire laid
EBast of the Fire Support Pase which appeared to have been laid several
dags prior to the attack,

e. Chemical agents: 4 search of NVA KIA's on 26 March nroduced
numerous MVA CS hand grenades. Each NVA soldier carried the tynieal
two piece gas mask. On 27 Yarch CS gas was recieved inside the nerimeter
and was reported by the DS crtillery battery and "C" Company, The.
effects were those of CS; however, it could not be definitely estsblished
whether the CS was from incoming mortar rounds being received at that
time, or from C5 grenades outside the perimeter beaing set off by »
brush fire burning at the time, On 29 April "DM Comnany, 1lst Pn Rth
Infantry and man Company cantured an A%mm mortar base nlate and 2 mortsy
rounds clearly marked 08, 0n 1 ipril, incoming mortar fire starked an
ammunition fire in the Fipa “unvort Pase. Mortar Fire continued throurh~
out the fire, Shortly after the fire began a considerrhle ouantity of
CS covered portions of the Fire Supnort Pase, Again it is nosgible that
this C& came from US munitions teine set off bv the fire; howaver, tha
ammunition dump contained no known Mg munitions,

9. (U) MISSION: The mission of the 3d Pn #th Inf was to establish a
Fire Supn~rt Base at Y4 39913 and seel out and block nossihla anemv
units moving east towsrds "olie Klieng and Kontum City, ‘

10, (U) CONCEPT OF THR OPERATION:

a. "hase I (20 March 1947): "A"™ and Mo Commanies conducted a
combet assault to coordinates YA 939913 to sacure and nrenars tarrain
for establishment of Fire Support Rase 14.
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b. Phase II (21 March 1968) Fire fummert Rase disnlaced to coorde
inates Y. 939913 units began nrtrolling to the North, Yest and South,
"B" Company conducted an airlift to viec YA 939913 and assum~d fire hnge
security mission.

11, (U) X:CUTIOu: The order for movement to establish the Fire Summort
Ease wrs raceived on 20 Harch 198. At this time a visual reconnsissance
was made of the prevared landing zons end the Fire Sunnort Pese location,
Lrtillery was registered on the landing zone.: The onerstion. wvas ﬂeihged
For theec daye due to heavy contact of the 34 'n 503d Inf (fbn), Ne-
cause of the warning nrovided the enertr by overflights and artillerv ree
gistration, the 173d Infentry Brigade (!bn) (Separate) directed that the
landing zone be changed from Yi. 015955 to Vi 939913, As a Aecentive
measure landing zones were s#lso nransred at YA 951009 ~nd V.. 951781,

a. 21 March 1968: "i" and "D” Commanies, Tneinser M.atoon, Recen
Platoon znd Tactical Cormand Flement made a combat assault into a land-
ing zone located at YA 939913, "lanning csalled for the entire battal-
ion to close the new location on 70 March 1962 hut non-aveilibility of
aircraft and contact on the landing zone nrecludsd movement of the com=
plete force. Jfter closure of "A" Cormany, contact was made on the wast
side of the location with what wors nrobakly an 1Z surveillesnce martv,
Movement was also remorted 200 meters north of the location and "N fom-
nany received emall arms fire from the North. Friendly carusltias due to
contact were 1 US XIA and 1 US "Mi.. Ther~ were no known NMVA cagualtlies.

. h night location wes astablished and nrevarations were made to receive the
© remainder of the battalion on 2? arch 1967,

b. 22 Marcr 1968: "P" Company movad to the Fire Tumport Vase from
their night location. "D" Commany conducted onerations to tke Morth of
the Fire Support Base and meda contact with an actimated reinforced souacd

in bunkers - 3 UE “I.i's, !rtillery was fired into the bunker area and
"D" Company withdrew to night location amnroximately 300 maters to the

Northwest of the Fire Suponrt Rase,

' ¢. 23 March 1968: "C" and "D" Comnanies conducted 2an ovnersation

" into area of contact on 72 March 1968, Contact wes made at 220908
March 1968. Vi, elements were occunyving bunkars and emn)oved automatic
weapons, small arms, and flamethrowers, "D" Commany casyalties were

3 US WIA'sy Two airstrikes were placed on the NV. bunker positions and
artillery wes fired in the form of a nranaration for another attack on
the nosition., M"C" and "D" Comnanies attacked again at 231140 March 196%
and "D" Company suffered 1 US XIA and four US WI/L, "C" »nd "D" Commanies
occupied nositions in the contzct area, but were forcad to retire to
their nrevious night locatiorn due to non-availekility of aircraft for
resunpply operations.

d. 74 March 1968: Jocal reconnaissance matroling continued from
the Fire Surport Puse. "C" and "D" Comnanies wera alerted to attack
the NVL bunkar nositions unmon commletion of two airstrikes, "N" (om=-
pany feinted headon into the bunker nosition and establisghed a base of
fire on the slipht hill overlooking the "saddle position”. (Ffse inclosure
1, ¥, saddle vosition). ™"C" Company manuevered to flank the mosition
from the Vest. No resistance was encountersd as "C" Commany moved
around to the "est flank of the bunker commlex. "O" Commanv Aid Aiscover
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3. 1WA, KX/ ond wiscelloreous itens of LV ecuipment seantiersd in the
bunkers. .t 1437 hours "C% So.many observed one V' and to-k hin usder
fire with unknown reshlts, "C" Company contirmed to sweel North until
1445 vhen they received small arms and g, tomatic weapons fire and took
2 US WIA, An airstrike wes pluzced on the enemy position and "D" Company
moved to link up with "C" Cospany. As "D' Companybegan to moe '
they received sporadic sniper fire from NVA Nerth of their position
implaced in spider holes. Both "C" and "D" Companies moved to ellminate
this fire by fire and maneuver, "C" Company suffered 4 US WIA and
accounted for 8 NVA KIA, '"D" Compeny suffered no friendly casualtkes -
and killed 8 NVA by dropping grenades in spider holes, "C' Company
occupied a night locaiion vic YA 940917 and "D" Company occupied

night location of vic YA 941915. A '» | ,

e, 25 March 1968: "B Company moved from the Fire Support Base
to relieve "C" Company in place and continue operg-ions to the Norih,
uC" Compeny returned to the Fire Support Bage. 5 airstrikes were placed
on enemy bunker positions vic YA 940916, _

f. 26 March 1968: Enemy movement around the Fire Support Bgse
perimeter began 240115 March 1968, The movement continued on a sporadie
basis until 0320 hours when the attacking NVA exploded a bangalore torpedo
and successfully breached the perimeter wire barrier, The initial NVA
asse,lt against the West and Northwest perimeter was characterized by
swift coordinated movement, & high volume of rie and the use of flape=
throwers to overcome the perimeter bunkers, Also the West and Narthwest =
perimeter came under extremely intense small arms, mortar, and rocket
fire, By 0400 "D" Company was ex remely short of ammunition and, due to
the NVA penetrati-n and casualtiecs, was forced to withdraw to the artillery
parapets. At approximately 0400, the NVA lamnched & second main attack
against the south perimeter., The enginecr and recon platoons were sent
to reinforce "N" Cowpany, Headguarters persomnel formed an ammnition
carrying party to resupply "D" Company, At this point, the mor tar fire
against the west perimeter took the form of one contimious explosicn,

The NVA launched a second attack from the vicinity of the west bunker
line which wpg direct d against the westernuost artillery parepets,
Flamethrowors were used and 105 cmmunition and bunkers were set on fire,
The fighting in the artillery position bocame a parapet to parapet affair,
Supporting artillery fires were called in the western -porition of the
bunker line while the DS battery fired beehive rounds due West across the
perim ter, Al)l available personnel from the Tactical Operations Centex
were forred into ¢ comnterattack faree and sipatched to the artillery
parapets to retake the one howitzer overrun by the NVA., "Spooky" arrived
on station al approxima ely 0430 and began delivering suppressive fires
and illunination on the Northwest, west and south perimetera, "A" Come
pany attempted %o enter the perimeter from the Northwest tut was pinned
down by a blocking force, On the fomrth etempt, at 0615 A" Company
wag successful, Airstrikes were delivered azs close ag possible to the
West perimeter, using artificial illunination, Fightingin and arourd
the perimetor contimmed until Q700 and incomingmortar, rocket amd
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sniner fire continued to barrass the Fire Suvn~rt Fase until nene,
I1lumination resuoply and madical avacustion beran at NA30 hours,
Police of the battle ares and raconstruction of nositions comnmisad
the remainder of the davs activities., Casualty fieures for the day
were 16 US KIA, 53 US "I, 135 A KIA, & WVA cantured (VI). “esme
ons and eaquinmant cantured are discussed in naragraph 17, "I" and "
Companies, 1st Pn fth Inf arrived st the Fira funport Psse at 0NQDO
hours thru an LZ at Hill ©c§ ¥~ 951909, sacured hy » Zecon Tean of the
Recon Platoon. "D Company, 3d Pn #th Inf was moved to Dragon Yountain
to refit and receive renlecemsnts., "A" Company remained in the Fire
Support Base with "C" Company. “P" and "mn Companies, lst FPn 8th Inf
moved to a night location vie Yi 940915,

g. 27 March 1967: Hesvv movement wos renorted around the entire
perimeter throughout the night. Hzng granades and M-79 fire wag used
to supnress and discourage the enemy movement, "R" Company conducted
8 sweep onaration to ths north and northwest of the Firs Support Fase,
Contact was made aporoximetely 300 meters northwest of the patimetar,

"B" Company killed one NVA who was stringing communications wire uh the
draw in the direction of the fire bare. No further contact wss made
during ths day, however remorts of movament, relativalv nesr nositions,
was renorted freauently, .

h. 28 flarch 1968: gain, heavy movement wrs renorted around the
ocrimeter throughout the nicht, Parimeter slements sunprossed the movVa=
ment throueh the uss of hand grenadec and M-7Q firei Sweav onerstichs
were conducted from tha Fire Sunrort Fase, wp¢ Commnany, Tst Pn fth mads
contact with an estimated 12 NV 500 maters North of the Fire Summe
Base. "D" Company suffered 1 US ¥Ih, "O" Commeny ratired to "M Commanels
position 300 maters Yorth of the Tire Funport Pase to mvacuate the 1 e
KIA. "D" Companv again moved Morth and was successful in reaching their
objective =t Yi 937974. "A" Company closad with "M Comnany to estahblish
- & night location. In the process of moving, "N" fommany discovared onn VA
KIi in the earlier contrct. it 1730 hours, the ™A conducted a disorfans
ized attack zgainst the night location of "in Comvanv and mnn fomvany,
1st Tn €th Inf. Smoll arme fire wns received from the Morth and "asat
and indirect firc in the form of rifle crensdes and mortars, Mract
105mm and 106 r=coillsss rifle fire wos ~mnlovad from the Fire Sunnort
Dase and one airstrike was nlaced on attaclking NVA elements just nprior
to darkness. The NV. =lements withdrew to the Southwest and vwar~ subiact-
ed to all availabl~ indirect fires, it 1940 houts "P" Commany came under
attack by 75 RR fire from the Morth, Direct I1N5mm fire wes vlaced on
the HVi. firing position and Secondary axnlosions were ohserved, "A"
Company received 2 US Y14, "D" Commany, lst Tn #th Inf receivad & ™4
for total crsualties for the dav,

i. 29 March 196a: Heavy movement was renorted around the nerimeter
throughout the night, Once sgain M-79 fire and hand grenades sarved to .
sumnress the ~nemy movement, "." Company and, "DV Comnany, 1st Bn ath
Inf also renorted movement to the Morth and "est of their pfizht 1oc-
ation. "I" and "G" Comnanies conduct=d Jocal matrol onerations from the
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Fire Support Base. Local patrol omerstions and sstiritv sweépd de
"A" Company and "D" Comnanv, lst Dn th Inf disc)og d:

nreviocus day's contact, Hastv trrils with bleod siqna yrane
ated by "A" Company. At 0900 the Fire Sunport: Pase receind in
82mm mortar fire. The incoming fire continued intarmittantlv: throughs
out the day. There were a toterl of 12 U WIA's dus to mortar attacks,
The battalion was suonorted by elaments of tha "th Souadron, 17th Mave
alry during the day. Cavalrv slements were unsucecerssful in eilencing
the mortars that harrasssed the Fire Snnomort Rase, The mortar wes. geln
erally located at Yi 926917 and defied all =fforts to neutralize’ its
fire, 4]l elements remalnod 2t their nrevious night locations.

J. 30 March 1968t Heavy movement was reported around the Fire .
Sunport Base and night locations. M-79 fire and hand grenades: serVPd
to suppress cnemy movement. Incoming mortar fire was r@cpived rl‘.’“
during the day and accounted for 9 US “IA, it 1005 Hours the bati
ion was directed to sssault Hill 1197 vic Y& 937931, to arrive at thg
objective area by 1700 hours, NV/i. were observed by "A" Commanv and
"D" Company, 1st En 8th Inf near their nerimeter, - The NVA were t
under fire with unknown results. local natroling was conducted near.
the Fire Support Base by "B" Comnany and "C" Comnany. Lo natrol f\[m
"BY Company made contact with an estimated NVA plateop with- two 50
caliber machineguns 100 metars west of the parimeter,’ The p 'a? f=
ered 1 US WIi and 1 US KIA. Sirmltaneously the' Fipe: uunnarh
under sniper fire from the Vest, The vatrol was receverad’a [
and indirect fire was nlaced on the NVAL nletoon., At 1470 hours "AY
Company moved North toward Hill 1198 and i-medietely bagan rocniving
BiipeomBiny taking 1 US WIL, ".\" Comnany continund to move towards
Hill 1198 and made contact with an =stimated NVA commany Adug in in’
foxholes and bunkers, "." Comnany irmndistely. suffered. 4 US. VIA.and.
were mortared in the rear of their nosition,  "D" Pomnanv th Pn ﬂth
Inf. irmmediately South of "'" Commany snd socuring the 1.7, bﬂpnn receiVine
small arms and mertar fir# simultaneously vith the two contactﬁ to tbe
North, "D" Company, lst Pn #th Inf located at V4 °h0°15 hoﬂan reeniving
small arms fire from all 51d95. "D Commanv, )t Pn “th TInf moye ne
platoon Horth to secure the withdrawal route of "A" Commanv and?e: e
Company effactad link-up with ™2" Company, lst Pn #th Inf at. the: formpr
night locstion. /s a rosult of this action "A"™ Companyv suffered & ms
KIL and 27 US WIA, "D" Compeny, lst ™n Ath Inf suffered 4 "9 WIf, . “Six
nersonnal. from "A" Company, initisllv cut off in the initial firefizht,
successfully evaded and returned to friendlv lines, . Tofal casualties
for the day's onerations wrre 2@ US YI/ and 3°© US TUL. Casualties inf]ictv
ed upon NVL forees were unknown,

k. 31 March 198: Once again all nlpmonts ronaﬁted heave: moVP-
ment around the perimeters, IHand grenades, Y479 fife an’ selasted: ‘sniner
activity supwressed the movement; Artillerv defensive coneantrations
were also fired; Incoming mortar fire began at 0715 and continued through=
out the day, 11 elements conductad loesl ree¢dnnaissence nhtroliing
adjacent to their mositions, One airetiike was deliverad seainst the NVA
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rortar position shelling the Fira Sumnort Rase, Two sirstrikes wara Aaw
livared acainst enemy bunkar nnsitions “erth of Fill 11°%, Imon come
pletion of the ~irstrikes, two comnanies of the lst ™n 35th Inf ssssult-
ed to seize Hill 112, Slirht resistance, in the form of one hurst of
sniner fire, was tha only ~n~mr ectivity, Total cesunltiecs for the one-
erction wrs 1 US “IA, Totrl crsualtis=s of the dav's mortsr attacks
were 16 V& VI,

1. 01 inril 1947: lHesvy movamant around naprimaters continusd
throughout the night. "fnookr", Plrm mortars, ~nd dafensive congent e
rations ware emnlovad to sunpress the mavement, [nits conducted local
sween ovarrtions within 700 maters of thair mositions, Incomtng mortar
fire and ground fire srainst sireraft wersisted throughout the dav,

Two airstrikes were directed on the ridze North of Hill 1197, Incom=
ing mortar fire irnited a slinc load of 106mm recnilless rifle AN -
ition and the fire snread throughout the Fire Sumnoit FPase armunition
stockpils 2nd corvwuricrtions hunkars, Incoming mortar fire also nre-
vented an arrly effective [irs fighting nrosram, The fire was exting<
uishad by 1970 heurs. The HV.. launched » reccilless rifle attack at
1610 hours and succaeded in scoring dirset hits against 3 marimeter.
bunkers, The recoilless rifle wae neutralized by direct 105wm howitzer
fire and mechinzgun fire.

m, 02 inril 1968: Hesvy movement arounc the nerimeter wes rew
norted throughout the nisght. fesin, the combined fires of " nookv,

8lmm mortars, defensive concentrations, hand grenades, and Y270 fire
effectively sunnressed the movement, "PP and ™nn Commanies, 1st Tn
8th Inf initiated sween onerstions to the Southwast of Mil1 3102 in an
effort to locate enemy mortar nositions. i(rtillarv elements of the
Fire fuvrort Fase bepsn movement to "ontum. Wlements of the Tth Sougade
ron 17th Cavalry scracned the 2rez Morthwast of the Fira Furrort Tase
and successfully sunnressed the V& mortar fire. The remaind~r of the
Fire Sunvort Fase minus heavy ecuinment disnlseed to Tolie "liene »t
1600 hours and wss co~located with the “nd ™n 35th Inf,

12, (U) R&SULYS:
a. Frisndly essunlties:
(1) 791128 40 AcbioNteeeeererorrennssnses?
(2) Vounded in AetioN..siverineeennsonsalb5
(3) 1'isSing in fctioN.sesssseeeesvsssnceesl .
(L)  Coantured in ictioNM.esseevesecseesossas 0
b. Tnemy casurlties:
(1) ¥i)led in ActioN..veeevesisssescsesol7h
(7)) Killed BY filecvisrensrrrnesenceenseeslD
(3)  Trisioner of Veruiie..ciesvenseanenneoh :
c. stimrted enemy creunalties: The following estimates sre basad
on annroved computation constants of 1.5 for astimrted enemy %illed in
action and 3 for astimeted enemv vounded in ectiont
(1) Xilled in Actiof...ieeesienneennsss?Th
(7} Tounded in ACtiON.....i.eieeneeeensl 552
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d. WVi meterial lossas ware ng follows:
(1) Teznons comtured.........vv.rnses. 119
(?)  &%mm mortsr rounds L Y 10
(3} 2%mm mortaer rounds R £ .
(L) P-bD rocket TOUNTS s i vt ennnnanseadD
(5) 60mt mortars........ e <
{6) T CUMANt 8. st s vt iinreeneneneei 15 Ths
(7) Misc SOUITMENt . L i il 000 1B
(2) 2°mn mortar Fasenlote. . v ininnenead
(9) Communicetions wire...............s..h miles
(10) 7%<l7 amrunition.................:?" 70 rounds
(11) Fachinepun ampunition.............5009 rounds
(12) HV: £TAZ Frenades...oeesenssssenss.00
(13) Mv,. cs EreNaAteS i s i isrvnnnnsnnnnennee?s
Mot all airstrike areas were rasched bv this unit. No UE ecuinpment was
lost to WVi elaments.

13, (U) ADiINISTH,.TIVS MATTIRS: _

a. Sunply: @411 resurmly wes conducted by air. Sufficient
assets were made availahle for rasunnlv, However the 1700 relerse time
did cause some resrrangement in timing. The basic loasd of smmunition
held in the Fire Sunmort Base should he twice the numbher of comnanies
manning the Fire fupnort Fasas narimeter. This technious allows for
mere resoonsive resunnly of committrd manuevering ‘elements snd still
allows for sufficient resarve for the Fire Sumvort “ase itself,.

b, *aintenancs: 111 items received in the Fire Sunnort Rage
were accentably maintained. Howav-r, constant sunarvision must he
conducted to insure elaments nronerlv maintain those itema of earuin-
ment not normelly assigned in the field (10émm B, &0 Cal ™M, 90mm TR),

c. ’fedicel: Traatment of cosualties should ha cantrallr controled.
Mhoe Battalion Surseon should remein at a desienated locetion to treat the
rnost serious cesuzltias. Unit medicel narsonnal should remain with
their resnective eloment and he nvailahle should the need arise, 4
ten to fifteen patient medical facilitv should he included in Tire
Sunport Tese construction nlans.

d. Transmortation: Omitted.

e. Communicstions: Communicetions were rood throurshaut the
oneration. Tha [N/PEC-25 and “M/"R0-4 varn adernste and relinsble,

f. ¥edicrl evaluation: Medicel s~rviee in the finld wes 2damuate,
In rnost cases dustoff summort was outstanding,

g2. fwrunition malfunctions: The onlv sarious malfunction oceurrad
with the 155mm fuze delav a~munition. The 155qm fuze Aelav shall was
used against “'Vi. bunk-r positions; however, the dud rate (7 out of 10
rounds) nrecluded effactive nsa of these fires, Chell HT was subsituted
for the delay fuze armmunition but at a considarabla loss of offactiveness,
Concrete niercing 8" firs was also subsitu*ed for the 1%5rmm fuze delav
arrunition,

14, (U) CPECLLL 3 UIPINENT AMD TICHNICIMS:
a. Recoilless rifles: Tha 106 recoiless rifle was used extensivelv

throughout the neriod of onarstions, hoth as » direct su~port veanon

for attacking elements and to fTire sunnressive fires against enemy dirsct

and indirect fire =ositions. Tha weanon wrs far more responsive than
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SUBJICT: Combst Operstions /fter iiction Renort

artillary and is particularl~ well suited to onerations in hillyv
terrain with targets lncat=d at relatively close range. The prast-
est disadvanterge of the wnanon when commared to artillerv vwas the
lack of fuze ontions and limited velumz of fire.

b. Reconnaissance Taams: . fiva man stay hshind taszm from the
Eecon Platoon wre neositionad on ill 996 Aurine neriods when othar
elenents were not nositioned tinre. This tesm nrovided survelllsnce
over the Hastern and “outheasterm a=nrosches to the Fire Sumnmort
Base and nrovided esrly warnine of snamv rovament. In affect, thre
positioning of this team 2ccomnlished +he mission mouivelent to a2
rifle comnany. The value of the Pacon Tesm was reaalized on the
morning of the attack szainst the Fire Supnort Tase, when reinforce-
ments were airlifted on to Hill 996. Th= stav hrhind taam secured :
the landing zone and was available to nrovide accurate, on the spot
information to the 2lements as thev nrsmsred to move to the Fire
Supnort Base.

¢. immunition firss: It wrs found that the most ~ffactive mesns
of counteracting an ammunition fire is to immedistely estahlish watch
personnel in protected or seminrotected arsas hetween hunkers, It is
not possible with normeally available firefiehting =cuipment, to effect-
ively sunnress the fire; however, watch nersonnel can see thet it is
contained. Should the fire start to snread, it is nacessarv for the
watch »nersonnel to cxpose thamselves long snough to nravent the snread
of the fire. Chemical tvpe firs extinguishers vere the only item that
nroduced effective result*s in fisbting ammunitior fires: This tyne of
extinguisher should be avzilable in the Fire Surmort Nase,

d. Positioning of reserves: 0ne rifle commany was %ant in a
position apnroximately 200 maters Torthesst of tha Firs Surmort Rage
during most of the neriod of ooar-tion, This nositioning vrovided an
element cenable of reacting to =ither the Fire Su~mort Fase or the manu-
evaring units, It nrecludnd unaccentable cdensitv in the Fire Sunmnort
Hase, with the attandant risk of =nemv mortsr fire, while still nrovid-
ing a res=zrve alement close at hand. The locstion of this commany and
its ability to move into the nerimeter, was instrumental in remidlsing the
enemv attack and reectahlishing the Fire Surmort Pase nerimeter,

e. Harrsssing and interdicting firss: Tha terrain Vorth of the
Fire funnort "ase offers several excellont Jocetions from which to
attack the Fire Tunnort Fase with recoill-ss rifle fire., There ara aleo
nurmerous nosrihla mortar locrtions in the area. Tn ordar to nlrcee
effective sunpressive fire unon likalv wranons and still-ervoid ex-
cessive exnenditures of anv one tyne of ampunition, = nlsn was evolved
whereby several types of wearons would fire on » rotating schedule
throughout the night., & t¥nical nrooram would he the firineg of two
rounds of 155mm HZ, follownd within several minutes hv two hursts of
«50 celiber HM® fire, followed in turn bv A1lmm mortar fire. The sched-
ule was sufficiantly flexible that the cnemv could not nick un an est-
ablished mattermn. t the same time it allowed for 2 widsanread W and I
nrogram without seriously demlntine stocks of anv one tvme of armmune-
ition,
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o o RBRY SUnnrt! The on~aration was conducted with the
minimum of sunmorting artillerv. The delivery of firas from those
elements supnorting this battalion wns timely and effective but not of
sufficient volums to mMake maximum use nf tims on target ang destruct-
ion missioen technioues., The location of the fupnorting batteries Aiq
not allow for adsruate covarage of a1l the amroaches into friendly
positions. The firine rule of not firing over friendly troops man-
uevering into the last one-third of th- traisctory was a narmanant
problem du~ to the locztion of the Fipe funnort Fase and the Jocation
of the orimary fire summort at "oli2 Ylieng., fn sdditional fun-tarpat
line either fron the North or South into the onarstional aree would
have eliminated almost 211 of the "drad snace” arsas not covared by
artillsary fires.

b, Jir su-nort: Soma difficulty was axnerienced in satling aip..
strikes 2t the recuested time, irstrikes arriving late in the Adav vaps
responsible for one attack being delavad one fav, and anothar onapretion
cormencing at a time lese than desireahla, +ip suonort recuasted to
supnort attacks on fortified nositions should arrive sufficient]w
early in the rorning to nermit attsek of the prositions, a thorough saarch
of the position, and amnle time for rasunnlv and constructinn of 3 strong
night location,

¢, Communicstions: Theps is a dafinite tendencv of iunior lenders
to move to the scene of the most intense Anere ectivitv, /Jthoush their
personal courage is commendable this nractice often results in a loss of
corrmunications with gub-eloments and insufficisnt or incomnlete infoyme
ation ation being nassad to the Cormand and Cont.rol Yeadauarters, Pronep
maintenance of communicotions and correct renorting nrocedures is sub-
Ject recuiring continuasl smohasis at all levels,

d.  @nemy rovement near perimeter: 7Tn the course of the onarnt-
lon it was notad that the encrny movement nesr the friandls narimater
was related directly to I and I fires and the yse of ™Spaolyn aircraft,
as the intensity of the H and I fires was increased; enery moverient near
the perimater wes also increased, The sane situation develonad vhen
"Spooky™ delivered his fire siyx to elght hundred meters from the nerimeter,
It appeared that tre NVA were huzping the friendlv nerinteter in sn affort
to avoid the friendly fires, s this occurred defensive consentrations
were fired. Results of thase firas are not knovmi Mo MV hadies ware
found; however, ths UV, had -ufficient time to cleap and police the battle
arsa. This method of fire did bring akout a definite decrerse in anamy
activity near the narimeter,

16, (U) isCo Pt TTONS 3 flone,
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NV $ADDLE DOSITION -

In a previous study of the correlation betwasn trmea of YA hattle
-positions and types of terrain fastures, (Pattern inelysis of NU4
Positions, Dak To "attlefisld, HP, 3d ™n 2th Inf, 29 Jan 68) it was
shown that the V. ouite frzouently construct unit nositions in a
saddle connecting two higher pieces of ground.

During the n=riod covered by this renort, attacldng elements of the .
3rd Battalion fth Infantry oner-ting Yest of Polie Fliong ceme un
against three senarate "saddle nositions™ in threz separats locations,
The vositions, each of which would accorodate an natimgted ™A com-
pany, wzre all laid out in 2 similsr fashion; furthermore, the tactiecs
and techniques used by the #VA st cach mosition ware alroset idantical,

The "szddle position" and the NVi tasctics associated herewith could ha-
a unit characteristic, howavnr, discussion with the Cormanding Officer,
3rd Battalion 17th Infantry indicatos that his =lements alse encount er-
ed a "saddle position" some two months earlier vhen they ware fighting
a different NV. regiment “orth of Ten Hat., Poth the nositions and dact<
ics were similar to those encountarcd by the 3rd Pattalion 2th Infantrv,
There is, therefore, a good indicetion that a nerticular Wi-tactie has
been identified ~nd further, thst this tactie is genereslizad, that is,
it is used by morc than one MVA regiment. & discussion of the nosition
and the tactics used is includad below in the hones that it cen he
studied further 2zt a level whers a larger dsta basis is available,

The presentation is derivad from nrtrol renorts, Aacrisl-visual reconn-
aissance, and discussion with thoss who fourht in the nositiens, 2
graphic renresentation of the "saddle nosition" is attach-d a8 sketch

i1, Post corbet study and discussion of hoth the nositions and the

NV.. tacties suggest strongly that the "saccle nosition” is evelutionarr,
ceveloned from an VA analvsis which anoarent.ly assumes that:

1. US units hebituslly mova 2long ridses or saddlas which connachs
two niecas of high cround, rather than a-ararching by contour or swine-
ing down across craws and fingers. S

2. In moving from onn niece of high rround to snother vhen NVA-
are known to be defending in the area, US units will hold on one hill
and prepare the next with intensive air and artillary nrenaration,
directing the preparstion primarily against the objective hill mass,
Secondary emphasis or narhaps reconnzissanee fire will be directed to
the ridee or saddle connecting the high ground., The siting of the
saddlé nosition and the manner in which the Vi fight from the nosition
both surgest that the caddlz mosition was dasigned to take advantage
of the two US "charscteristics” noted shove, The nosition ie+not eitad
on the objactive hill mass, but is loceted so as to control the most
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likely aoproach, as well as limitad (2NN=300 mator) flanking attemnts.
The majority of the fighting positions are not loentnd on the ton of
the ridge or saddle (the nrobable US lins of msrch), but rather on
the sides. The vposition thercby noszsitly ascanes nne or more gun tzreet
lines. The position is sited so thst it crn be fought as either nor-
imeter defense or ambush; in sither case, mood withdraval routes snd
delay positions are available. Further, the sitine of the individual
positions normits the NVi to dcliver harvr fire toward the center of
their own position without masking ach other's fires., Fins=llv, the
protective bunkers located som= distanece rwavy in well nrotact:d draws
on each flank nrovide nrotaction during ~ir and artill~ry prenarations
as well as a covered sttack rosition for roinforcing units.

Ilemants of the 3rd Rattalion fth Infantry fought these nositions on

at least five occasions. Thase times the V. used the saddle nosition
as a defeasive perimeter, and twice they cemoloved it as an arbush nos—
ition. The contact macde by Co 4, 2/? on 30 farch 1967 was the major
contact with the saddle mosition, and is the bnst sxammle of the tacties
ennloyed by the NVi when fighting from the wnosition.

In this particular contnet, Co L, 3/7 rmovad to contact down the ridee
line laading to 1'ill 1192. The hill itself hed raceived a2ir snd arte
illery prenaration, and the cormmany moves hehined artill -~ reccohnaissance
by fire. ifter 400-500 meters of movsment along the rifge, tha com-
vany made contact with fi*'s and MG's, dug in at the hzse of the hill.

i5 the company atternted to racover its weundod and mull back for mors
artillery premerstion, the HVA sttacked from bhoth flanks and from the
rear. i mortar was movad into mosition in the rear of tha commany

and began to fire inte the forward elements of Co D, 1/8 which had heen
given the mission of securing the hish eround from which Co &, 3/% had
Jumped off. Co &, 3/8 ot this noint fought to both flanks 2nd the
front, and was able to withdraw back to the jumn off wosition movine
through the "channel” held oven hv Co D, 3/7,

Discussion with comnany officors and 'CO's strongly sueczests that Co £,
3/8, following the premarstion, had movad well inte a saddla mosition and
made contact on the faor side of the perimeter, MV troouws at abemut the
same time moved un from their nrotective bunkers in the draws to the
flanks and into fighting positions on Co 4, 3/R's flanks and resar.

Two merbers of 2 souad wio ware cut off in the initial contact confirmed
the presance of nrotective bunksrs 300-400 maters dovnhill from the
saddle rosition, with well used treile lesding up into the nosition,

The fighting wss heavy un on the saddle as the twe men came unon the
protective bunkers, but the bun'ers were not occunizd.

()
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In the five saddle position contacts made by 3/2, two teebniours workad
excentionally well. On one occasion, after th» position hesf hnen loc-
ated and fairly well definesd, one comnany wese moved forward to make
contact with the near edee of the nerimecter. The other attscking com-
pany swung well to the flank, down into the draw sand back un on to

the saddle on the far right side of ths nerimeter. £t thie moint, the
NV4 anparently became confusad and hegan running bhack and forth within
the position. The first company then movad forward, cleening out =ach
individual NV. position and eventually sccuring the entire sadlle nos-
ition,

Stealth was emnloyed on anothar ocecasion. A recon satrol located »nd
" sketched an unoccupied saddle pogition alonz a route of morch to be used
in a two company attack the following dar. in air and artillery nren~
aration wss fired into the position and into the hill hevond it on the
next day, howevar, when the lend commany reached the nosition, the NVA
had occupiad it and took it under fire, The unit extracted its noint scuad
then pulled back to work the nosition more with air and artillery. The
artillery was started, however, the reauected airstrikeés were divorted

to other missions. The artillery wss continued, at a reduced rete, vhile
the unit awaited sufficient air summort. Late in the afternoon (aonrox-
imately 1500 hours), a technicue uwas devised which wee derivnd directly from
experience with a saddle position on the two nrevious days. hs the
artillery on the saddle nosition continued, a recon natrol wrs resdied and
the two companies which wers te move to the high eround bavond the nos-
ition were alarted for immedirte movement., The artillary ves shifted

700 meters beyond the nosition and the recon vatrol moved out immadirtely
to chaeck the nosition. The natrol renorted the nosition umoccunied, Ths
cormpanies wore then dirceted to begin movement toward the nosition, and
the recon petrol was movad uphill from the nosition to a2 noint where

theyr could obsarve NV.. attemnts to occunv the nosition. 'mder cover of
the recon netrol's surveillance, tho two rifle cormmaniazs slinhad through
the position moving by bounds, coverine arch other's movement, and sec-
uring the hill bevond, which wss the dr¥'s objrctive,

Ls th: two companizs clos=d to the ton of the ohiactive hill, the VA
mountad an uncoordinasted angd niecemral cttack, taline hesve casualties
both small arms fire and direct fire ~rtill-rp. In this c28¢, it ammesred-
that the NVi,unon lezving the rrotective hunkers below the s»idla vosition,
found that the US commanies had alrasdy clesred the nosition. Thev then
attempted to change their tactics but lacked the flexibility to do

this successfully.

L third technique vroved offective against the saddle nosition. Follow-
ing the Co 4, 3/8 contact mentioned previously, relieving units of the
1/35 walked through the s~dfle nmosition and on to their otjecctive with no
resistance whatsoever. This ec~se of roveament was the result of intensive
artillsry and eir preparation (8-10 strikes were mada available), directed

(3)



and adjusted by persennel who knew the location and the extent of
the saddle wosition.

Still another techniocue for use against the saddle nositiom wss

planned, but never exscuted becouse of insufficient time, The nlan
called for bringing artillery fires directlv on the position, tten
continuing these fires while patrols on sach flank locataed the fandar
trails leading to the position 2nd nrapared claymore amhush nositiens
on the trails. The artillery then would he shifted, and 2 commany would
feint along the saddle toward the nosition in the hones of drawine the
NVi4 out of their nrotactive bunkers, on to the feeder trsils, snd into

the ambushes,

The "saddle position" anpesars to te a nesr-standsrd FU2 tactie:

There are a variety of ways to fight the position successfully, devend-
ing unon the situation and the summort available. Further and more
extensive tactical analysis is recomuendad,



